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WHEAT QUALITY
August, 1956, the Australian Agricultural Council agreed that, as a first step in the
INfurther
examination of all aspects of the subject of wheat quality in Australia, a
conference of all interested parties should be convened by the Department of Primary
Industry.
As a result of this conference in
November, 1956, a Production Committee,
known also as a Technical Committee, and
a Marketing Committee were established
to study aspects of this subject. The
findings of these Committees were considered by another conference of the
interested parties held in May, 1960, and
reported to another meeting of the Australian Agricultural Council. The Council
recommended the setting up of appropriate Committees within each State, where
they do not already exist, to examine the
problem and make recommendations as
to action desirable or necessary to improve the position.
A committee was formed in this State
on the following basis of representation
Farmers' Union—3 representatives,
Australian Wheat Board—1 representative,
Co-Operative Bulk Handling Ltd.—
1 representative,
W.A. Flour Millowners' Association.—
1 representative,
Department of Agriculture—1 representative,
with a technical officer of the Department
of Agriculture as Secretary.
A report of the first meeting of the
committee was forwarded to the Minister
for Agriculture (The Hon. C. D. Nalder)
who stated that he was pleased to receive
and to make available the report.
An important function of this Committee is to make recommendations with
the object of raising the level of quality
of the grain harvest. Wheat quality
improvement is a very complex question
with many facets and not possible of

simple solution. It must be a long term
project. However the Committee at its
first deliberations has been able to put
forward some suggestions for farmers
which he (Mr. Nalder) considered represented the logical first step in any grain
improvement programme.
The Committee considered that uniformity in grain type and characteristics
was a very desirable objective in any
quality improvement programme. In this
State, more than 80 varieties of wheat
covering a wide range of grain and flour
qualities are grown. Obviously each farmer
grows a particular selection of varieties
because he feels that they are best suited
to his conditions and will give him the
greatest total returns. It is reasonable to
assume that an intelligent reduction in
the number of varieties grown and based
on their known characteristics could result
in greater uniformity. From the latest
statistics available, the 1959-60 season,
nine varieties represented over 94 per
cent, of the total area sown. For a number of reasons including the range of
growing conditions throughout the wheatbelt; the length of the growing season;
soil variations; and disease considerations
—it would be impossible and unrealistic,
at this stage to suggest a limited number
of varieties which would result in complete grain uniformity. This however,
must be long term objective, including
the programme of the plant breeder.
In its report the Advisory Committee
submitted suggestions as guidance to
farmers when considering wheat varieties
suitable for planting. These are:—
(a) Sowing in general should be confined to the following varieties,
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depending on maturity, soil conditions and the general suitability of the variety to the
particular district.
Bencubbin. — M i d - s e a s o n
maturing. Medium tall to tall
straw which shows a tendency
to weakness under high rainfall,
high fertility conditions. Susceptible to rust. Suited to early,
sowing in the drier districts.
Bungulla.—Very early maturing. Medium tall to tall straw
with a tendency to weakness
under high rainfall, high fertility
conditions.
Susceptible to rust.
Suited to later sowing in the
drier districts.
Eureka. — Mid-season maturing. Medium tall, strong straw.
Very suitable to the northern
areas, because of its rust resistance.
Gabo.—Early maturing. Short
to medium height strong straw.
Susceptible to flat smut and rust.
Especially suitable for
most
districts.
Kondut. — Late
mid-season
maturing.
Medium tall strong
straw. Susceptible to rust. Suited
mainly to medium and high rainfall conditions.
Wongoondy.—Early
maturing.
Medium tall, strong straw. Because of its rust resistance very
suitable to the northern wheatbelt,
(b) It is recommended that farmers
should not grow either Bluclub or
Gluclub for general delivery to
the bulk handling system but
only for specific orders such as
for biscuit makers. Both are very
weak soft varieties. Bencubbin 48,
a soft wheat with hard grain of
poor milling quality is not now
recommended.

(c) Strong hard varieties such as
Festival, Koda, Saga and Spica
should only be grown on heavy
land in short season districts
where the intention is for sale
as premium grain to individual
millers and the prospect of this
appears justified.
It will be noted that neither Insignia
nor Insignia 49 are recommended, with
the implied suggestion that these be
gradually discarded. Insignia 49 was
sponsored by the Department because of
its rust resistance but as this has broken
down due to the occurrence of a new
strain there is now no point in growing
it on this score. Further, more recent
information including the experience of
flour millers suggest that it is not a good
grain quality variety under W.A. conditions and the Committee has therefore
suggested that it should be replaced with
one of the early varieties mentioned,
appropriate to the particular district.
Farmers' will have made their seed
reservations for the coming season and
in many cases it would be impossible for
them to arrange to confine their sowings
to the recommended varieties. However,
it is suggested that they should at least
make this their objective for future years
even if it is impractical for 1962.
The Committee's recommendations were
not intended to restrict farmers experimentation with new varieties which might
be available from other States but it
suggested that the main sowings should
be confined to the varieties listed. It is
strongly urged that farmers should not
import seed of the extremely poor quality
soft variety Glenwari.
The Department of Agriculture obtains
small quantities of all new productions
from other States for experimental sowing and assessment of suitability for this
State and would be able to offer comment
on any variety which a farmer might
wish to import.
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SULPHATE OF AMMONIA
The World's Most Popular Nitrogenous Fertilizer — is IDEAL for use
"straight," or in well-balanced mixed fertilizers for all crops. It is
entirely safe and its continued and increasing use over a long period in
Australia, has made

SULPHATE OF AMMONIA
a powerful influence towards MORE PROFITABLE primary production.

SULPHATE OF AMMONIA
i? made in Australia, and is distributed by all major fertilizer companies
or their agents.
Use "straight" SULPHATE OF AMMONIA with confidence, and see
that all mixed fertilizers you buy contain adequate nitrogen as Sulphate
of Ammonia.

LIFTING JACKS FOR EVERY PURPOSE

TREWHELLA
Bros. Pty. Ltd.
TRENTHAM, VICTORIA

a Tons Capacity Rack
and Pinion Jack.

35 Tons Capacity Ball Bearing Screw Jack
(Short Lilt), also Other Types and Sizes.

I

Bl&

30 Tons Capacity Ball
Bearing Screw Jick.
15 inch Rise.

Available from
McLean Bros. & Rigg
McPhersons Ltd.
The Bairds Coy. Ltd.
Harris Scarfe & Sandovers Ltd.
J. & W. Bateman Ltd.
Co-operative Wholesale Services Ltd.
Pleas* mention the "Journal of Agriculture of W.A..'

when writing to advertisers
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THE MONEY
OLIVES ARE IMPORTANT
to Men on the Land
With the ever-increasing numbers of new arrivals
in Australia and the growing demand for olives and
olive oil, the olive tree offers a most lucrative
business or sideline for farmers and others.

Grow Olives
for Profit,

DAY OLD CHICKS

Fodder, Shade,
Windbreaks

ORDER NOW FOR MAY, JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST
PLANTINGS

GREENGILT OLIVES
1131 HAY STREET, PERTH

First

Pullets a n d Unsexed.

Trees grown skilfully
and grafted to popular
types available.

%1

A u s t r a l o r p , R . I . R e d , New H a m p s h i r e ,
Cross, K r i s s K r o s s

li

All chicks hatched are from our own trapnested and
progeny tested stock.
STARTED PULLETS
Booking for May delivery.
Price List on request.
WEXHAM HATCHERY, Epsom
R E D C L I F F E , 6 5543.

Avenue,

WEXHAM POULTRY STUD, Berkshire
Road, FORRESTFIELD.

PHONES: 21-2158. 21-2375

Be early and avoid disappointment. Book your
order now for June-July
delivery.
Write for Catalogue Free
and Post Free.

Trees and shrubs should be planted
during April-May. Make your choice
from our comprehensive list for
Prompt Despatch.

74 Barrack St., Perth - 23 3048 (three lines)
102 High St., Fremantle - - - - 5 2447
Please mention the "Journal of Agriculture of W.A.," when writing to advertisers
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